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(From top: Planning Director Angie Brewer 

talks to community members about 
proposed EPD-8 updates with ODFW 

(2020), Dufur Wasco County 2040 meeting 
(2020), Long Range Planner Kelly Howsley 

Glover presents to community in 
Petersburg (2017))  

Overview 
This chapter establishes the overall framework for the 
development and implementation of plans and policies 
for land use within the county.  Statewide planning 
guidelines require each county to establish a land use 
planning process that is based on current issues, factual 
information and evaluation of alternatives. The policies 
in this chapter assure that the County’s land use policies 
are current, fact-based, and responsive to change. They 
respond to the need for coordination between the cities 
and the county and provide for full public access to plan 
documents and the information upon which land use 
decisions are based. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Statewide Planning 
Goal 2 

 

To establish a land use planning 
process and policy framework as a 
basis for all decisions and actions 
related to use of land and to assure an 
adequate factual base for such 
decisions and actions. 
 
City, county, state and federal agency and 
special district plans and actions related to 
land use shall be consistent with the 
comprehensive plans of cities and counties 
and regional plans adopted under ORS 
Chapter 268. 
 
All land use plans shall include identification 
of issues and problems, inventories and other 
factual information for each applicable 
statewide planning goal, evaluation of 
alternative courses of action and ultimate 
policy choices, taking into consideration 
social, economic, energy 
and environmental needs. The required 
information shall be contained in the plan 
document or in supporting documents. 
The plans, supporting documents and 
implementation ordinances shall be filed in a 
public office or other place easily accessible 
to the public. The plans shall be the basis 
for specific implementation measures. These 
measures shall be consistent with and 
adequate to carry out the plans. Each plan 
and related implementation measure shall be 
coordinated with the plans of affected 
governmental units. 
 
All land-use plans and implementation 
ordinances shall be adopted by the governing 
body after public hearing and shall be 
reviewed and, as needed, revised on a 
periodic cycle to take into account 
changing public policies and circumstances, in 
accord with a schedule set forth in the plan. 
Opportunities shall be provided 
for review and comment by citizens and 
affected governmental units during 
preparation, review and revision of plans and 
implementation ordinances. 

Excerpt from 
OAR 660-015-0000(2) 

 
Cross Reference: 

Additional policies related to this goal: 
Goal 1 Citizen Participation  
 
 
 
 
 

Wasco County Goal 
Land Use Planning 

To maintain a transparent land use planning process in 
which decisions are based on factual information.   

Planning Commissioners Vicki Ashley and Mike Davis 
listen to Community Planning Assistance for Wildfire 
Presentation in 2018. 

 



 
2.1.1 Citizen involvement shall be an integral part of the planning process and shall be 

accomplished through the County’s Citizen Involvement Programi. 

Implementation for Policy 2.1.1: 

a. The Citizen Involvement Program shall be maintained and updated periodically by the 
Wasco County Planning Department. 

b. The Citizen Involvement Program shall abide by the policies as set forth in Goal 1, Citizen 
Involvement. 

c. Copies of the Comprehensive Plan will be available for review at the Wasco County 
Planning Department and on the Wasco County’s websiteii. 

 

2.1.2 Comprehensive plans and implementing ordinances shall be consistent with the 
statewide goals and guidelines as well as the needs and desires of citizens in the 
Countyiii. 

Implementation for Policy 2.1.2: 

a. The Comprehensive Plan shall include all elements identified by the Land Conservation 
and Development Commission which are applicable to the County. 

b. Inventories and other forms of data used in the development of the Comprehensive 
Plan shall be the most factual and current data available, to the extent practicable. 

c. The Comprehensive Plan shall be coordinated with all other plans and programs 
affected by, or having effect on, land use within the Countyiv. 

d. All implementing ordinances applicable to the County shall be consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 

2.1.3 The Comprehensive Plan shall be reviewed periodically for necessary revisions 
to keep pace with changes in the physical, environmental, social and economic 
character of the County. 

 
Implementation for Policy 2.1.3: 

a. County Planning staff shall conduct periodic reviews and evaluations of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

b. Plan review and amendment shall take place whenever significant changes in the 
social, economic, physical, or environmental character of the County are evident. 

Policies 



c. Plan review, evaluation, and amendment shall be carried out utilizing the revisions 
process as set forth in the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

2.1.4 Increase public awareness of the planning process and plan implementationv. 

Implementation for Policy 2.1.4: 

a. Federal, State, County and City agencies should cooperate to simplify, combine and 
expedite permit applications.  Staff shall work with partner agencies and organizations 
to ensure timely coordination. 

b. Allow for local public input into the planning process through Goal 1 policies and 
implementation. 

c. Hearing notice procedures shall be included in the Wasco County Land Use and 
Development Ordinance. 

 

2.1.5 Offer incentives for land use planning actions that meet Wasco County 2040 goals 
and objectivesvi. 

             Implementation for Policy 2.1.5: 
 

a. Free or low cost pre application conferences should be encouraged for complex projects 
that do not require a written report. 
 

b. Develop incentive programs, including fee reductions and expedited permitting, for 
applications that meet specific goals. Examples could include: defensible space, resource 
protections, and/or energy conservation. 

 
c. Where applicable, transfer development rights, density bonuses, and setback variances 

should be implemented to support development, growth, and preservation of resources 
consistent with Wasco County 2040 goals. 

 
 
                                                           
i The Wasco County Citizen Involvement Plan is in Appendix 1-B of Chapter 1. 
 
ii Comprehensive Plans are required to be filed in a public office or other location easily accessible to the public. 
OAR 660-015-0000(2) 
 
iii Land use plans are required to be adopted by the governing body after public hearings and shall be reviewed and 
revised on a periodic cycle to take into account changing public policies and circumstances. OAR 660-015-0000(2) 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                           
iv The County’s Comprehensive Plan, all affected city plans, and agreements established between the County and 
the cities must all be consistent with one another. OAR 660-015-0000(2) 
 
v Access to public records gives County citizens, staff, and public officials the ability to better understand the basis 
for policy direction and decisions. 
 
vi During Periodic Review, staff and the CAG discussed with members of the public possible land use planning 
incentives. The general consensus favored reduced fees and more education/assistance. 
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